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(Handwritten date:  Berne Witness; Friday, Sept. 24, 1937) 
 
JACOB SCHROCK IN CRITICAL CONDITION AS RESULT OF TRUCK-BICYCLE CRASH 
School Boy Enroute Home on Bicycle for Baseball Glove Hit by Truck Driven by His Uncle, Noah N. 
Schrock, Who is Absolved From Blame 
FUNERAL SUNDAY, 2:00 and 2:30 P.M. 
 
   Victor E. Nussbaum, age 9, son of Samuel D. and Margaret Mazelin Nussbaum of four miles north 
of Berne was instantly killed at 20 minutes of 12:00 this noon.  His death resulted from a truck-bicycle 
crash three and one-half miles north of Berne on the tile mill road. 
   The boy sustained a fractured skull, a broken neck, and a broken right leg, both above and below 
the knee and compound in each case, besides numerous other deep cuts and wounds.  The lobe of his 
right ear was nearly severed. 
   Jacob Schrock, 22, passenger in the rear of the Noah T. Schrock truck, is in critical condition at the 
Adams County Memorial hospital at Decatur where he was rushed by Dr. M. L. Habegger, who was 
called to the scene of the tragedy.  He sustained a severe chest injury, five fractured ribs, punctured 
lung and is suffering from shock and internal hemorrhages.  He regained consciousness enroute to 
the hospital, but the attending physician stated that his recovery depends largely on whether any 
complications arise. 
   The accident happened when Noah N. Schrock, contractor on the Monroe M. E. church, was 
enroute south on the road to his home for lunch.  With him in the cab were riding Robert, 15, a 
nephew, Levi Schrock.  His other nephew, critically injured, was riding on the bed of the truck and 
was thrown onto the road. 
   Victor, driving north on the highway on his bicycle to his home to obtain a baseball glove, was 
following a beet truck and suddenly emerged on the left side in the path of Schrock's truck.  The 
impact of the crash threw the boy and the bicycle a distance of more than 25 feet. 
   ABSOLVE TRUCK DRIVER 
   Schrock, in his effort to avoid hitting the boy, swerved to the side as far as possible and crashed into 
the road side ditch.  His truck was faced north when it stopped upside down against a telephone 
pole. 
   The driver of the truck was absolved of blame for the accident. 
   Members of the Dan H. Habegger family, near whose home the crash took place, hastened to the 
scene and immediately called a local physician and the Bierie & Yager ambulance here.  Others 
arrived at the scene and gave what aid they could.  The boy was dead, however, and lay prone on the 
highway, bleeding profusely. 
   J. Schrock was buried under the truck and he was unconscious when extricated from the 
wreckage.  The truck was nearly demolished. 
   Victor took his brother Reuben to school this morning on his bicycle and during the noon recess the 
boys of the school decided to play ball.  He jumped on his bicycle to go after the ball glove. 
   Samuel Nussbaum, father of the boy killed in the accident, is employed on a building project at 
Decatur.  He was overcome with grief when he learned what had happened. 
   Victor's body will be held here at the Bierie & Yager mortuary until Saturday morning when it will 
be removed to the home four miles north of Berne. 



   Father and mother and Noah Schrock, his uncle who drove the truck in the fatal accident, are 
prostrate with grief as are also the boy's numerous relatives and school mates. 
   (Crease)...grade of the district No. 5 school taught by Howard Brandyberry.  He was a bright pupil 
and very popular among his class and other school mates, ranking as a leader in his group. 
   Victor E. Nussbaum was born March 22, 1928. 
   Surviving are the grief-stricken parents, six brothers, Leo, president of the county Teens and 
Twenties Club, Elmer, Alvin, Milo, Reuben and Carl.  Also the grandparents on the maternal side, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Mazelin and the paternal grandfather, David C. Nussbaum. 
   The condition of Jacob Schrock, 22, a nephew of Noah N. Schrock, was reported at 2:30 this 
afternoon as very grave.  He has been visiting here since September 1.  He is a son of Ananias Schrock 
of Bay Minette, Alabama.  His parents with others recently came here for a visit and their picture 
appeared not only in the local newspapers but in last week's issue of "Life." 
   FUNERAL SUNDAY P.M. 
   Funeral services will be held at the home at 2:00 Sunday afternoon and at the Christian Apostolic 
church at 2:30 o'clock.  The Rev. Jacob J. Schwartz will officiate.  Burial will be in the church cemetery. 
   The body will be removed to the home Saturday by Bierie & Yager, local morticians and may be 
viewed there after 10:30 a.m. Saturday. 
    
***** 
(Handwritten date:  Monday, Sept. 27, 1937) 
 
   Mrs. Estus Mason and daughter Ruth Anne who have been visiting at the Menno Burkhalter home 
for some time, will be taken to Louisville, Ky., tomorrow by Menno Burkhalter and daughter, Miss 
Frances, from where Mrs. Mason and daughter will continue to their home in Union Church, 
Mississippi, by train. 
 
   Among those from a distance who attended the funeral Sunday of Victor Nussbaum were Mrs. 
Menno Basinger and daughter, Melita, of Columbus Grove, O., Mr. and Mrs. Francis Basinger and 
Mrs. Amos Basinger, of Bluffton, O.,  and Mrs. William Baumgartner of Pandora, O. 
 
*****    
(Handwritten:  20 years ago) 
 
   ...been critically ill with typhoid fever is slowly improving ... A marriage license was issued to Rees 
Bodel and Sarah Fox. 
 
30 YEARS AGO 
 
   Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Liechty are the parents of a baby boy...Dr. Albert Soldner, dentist, located at 
Mechanicburg, Ohio...C. C. Beer is bulding a new house and barn on his farm...  Milo Egly is relief 
telephone operator and Mrs. Lena Craig is a day operator since Mrs. Shalley quit the exchange 
board....Lightening struck and nearly destroyed Sam Zuercher's straw stack....A son was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. John Minger. 
 
 
40 YEARS AGO 
 



   Simon Lehman is making a cellar under his house and staged a frolic hauling rock to build the 
foundation...Defective flues are given as a cause for the great number of fire losses at this time of the 
year according to the State Fire Marshal...Total resources of the Bank of Berne are $469.214.38. 
 
*****    
(Handwritten date:  Thursday, December 30, 1937) 
 
   Mr. and Mrs. Karl Kauffman, accompanied by Mrs. Augusta Dubach of this place and Mrs. Florence 
Sprunger Starr of Bluffton, left early Wednesday morning for Miami, Fla., where they will spend 
several days. 
 
***** 
(Handwritten date:  Friday, November 26, 1937) 
 
   Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Sprunger and daughter have moved into the upstairs apartment in the new 
home of Miss Zilla Sprunger. 
 
***** 
(Handwritten date:  Monday, November 15, 1937) 
 
WEDDING ANNOUNCED 
 
   The approaching marriage of Miss Lillian Moser, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John X. Moser, to Russel 
Myers, of Bluffton, was announced Sunday from the pulpit of the Defenseless Mennonite 
church.  The wedding will be an event of the near future. 
 
SNOW ON SUNDAY 
 
   Snow fell here Sunday afternoon, but as the temperature was slightly above freezing, most of it 
melted as soon as it hit the ground.  Colder weather arrived here today, and the cold spell is to 
continue over Tuesday. 
 
***** 
(Handwritten date:  Monday, November 15, 1937) 
 
NEW ARRIVALS 
 
   Harry and Elma Moser Eckrote are the parents of a daughter, Constance Elaine, born Saturday, 
November 13. 
 
   Mr. and Mrs. Marion Michaels of near Monroe are the parents of a baby boy.  This is the first child 
in the family. 
 
   A son, Glen Roger, was born to Glen and Boneta Meyer Foor last Thursday. 
 
***** 
(Handwritten date:  Monday, June 21, 1937) 
 



BUYS LUGINBILL HOME 
 
   Miss Nell Luginbill has purchased the home of her father, the late David Luginbill, on North 
Sprunger street.  Mr. and Mrs. Carl Luginbill are moving into the home today.  Miss Luginbill will 
also continue to make her home there.  Mrs. David Luginbill is now making her home with her 
daughter, Mrs. Noah Neuenschwander. 
 
***** 
(Handwritten date:  Thursday, June 24, 1937) 
 
TAKEN TO RICHMOND 
 
   Mrs. Tina Massinger, who has been living here and at Ft. Wayne the past several years, was taken to 
Richmond today by Sheriff Dallas Brown where she was admitted to the Easthaven state hospital. 
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